From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Feb  4 11:21:51 1995
Date: Sat, 4 Feb 1995 08:44:18 -0600
Message-Id:  <9502040839.aa12355@jackatak.theporch.com>
From: Fire Bottle archive handler <firebotl@jackatak.theporch.com>
Subject: Re: ? 371B tubes and 805 tubes

> Makes we wonder - has anyone ever seen a case where the glass
> softened and the tube imploded under overload before something
> else broke?
Sure have... a Hammarlund HXL-ONE amplifier... one of the two 572B 
tubes went south and the remaining tube began to glow hotter and 
hotter (redder and then whiter! ;^) still gamely trying to put out 
700WATTS!!! all by itself...

Eventually the glass heated enough to begin to fold in on the 
elements. I think I still have that gallant warrior around here 
somewhere... I'll hunt for it and send it to you if you want. Hell, it 
still works!  ;^)
--
73
Jack, W4PPT/Mobile (75M SSB 2-letter WAS #1657/#1789 -- both all mobile! ;^)
            - - - BoatAnchor Mailing List Archiver/Owner - - -
firebotl@jackatak.theporch.com - "Plus ca change, plus c'est la meme chose"


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Feb  4 13:14:02 1995
Date: Sat, 4 Feb 1995 10:50:31 -0600
Message-Id: <Pine.3.89.9502041034.A9050-0100000@ozarks>
From: "C. Frank Gilmore" <fgilmore@ozarks.sgcl.lib.mo.us>
Subject: Re: ? 371B tubes and 805 tubes




On Sat, 4 Feb 1995, Fire Bottle archive handler wrote:

> > Makes we wonder - has anyone ever seen a case where the glass
> > softened and the tube imploded under overload before something
> > else broke?
> Sure have... a Hammarlund HXL-ONE amplifier... one of the two 572B 
> tubes went south and the remaining tube began to glow hotter and 
> hotter (redder and then whiter! ;^) still gamely trying to put out 
> 700WATTS!!! all by itself...
> 


Jack I have seen some 6BJ6s and at least one 6HF5 do this!    Rather 
awesome sight.  Sends women and children screaming through the streets 
and men grabbing their muskets!

73, de Frank  K0JPJ ex-W5PVX ...-.-


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Feb  4 21:45:18 1995
Date: Sat, 4 Feb 1995 19:10:26 -0600
Message-Id: <F24J0500.F24J0512@mail.admin.wisc.edu>
From: TOM.A.ADAMS@mail.admin.wisc.edu
Subject: An idea to kick around...

to: boatanchors@theporch.com

Greetings, Troops!

   My YL is into a group on INTERNET that deals with dog training (I suspect
that she does it in self defense, in order to keep the K9TA "Second Ops", Shane
and Bozo, under some semblance of control!). A couple of months ago, the folks
on the system decided to get together in some prearranged spot for a weekend to
get to know each other.

   Obviously, there were participants who lived too far away to make it, but
they STILL got 75 - 100 participants. As it was, my YL (and both Irish Setters)
drove from Madison, WI to Indianapolis, IN, and they had a GREAT time. Sidebar;
dealing with the dogs turned out to be no problem; I didn't realize that so
many motels welcome pets nowadays. Practically EVERYBODY brought at least one.

   What I'm getting at should be obvious by now. How does everyone feel about
the idea of a BOATANCHORS network gathering? I for one would like to meet some
of the folks on this echo, and I'm sure I'm not alone in that desire.

   I suppose the obvious choice of location would be the Superhamfest, Dayton.
Personally, I'd be opposed to that, but if this idea gets off the ground and
the consensus is for Dayton, I'd go along.

   Comments? Ideas?

                                       Mr. "T", K9TA

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Feb  5 05:26:21 1995
Date: Sun, 5 Feb 1995 02:10:19 -0600
Message-Id:  <9502050155.aa02256@jackatak.theporch.com>
From: Fire Bottle archive handler <firebotl@jackatak.theporch.com>
Subject: An idea to kick around...

Mr. T comes up with a pretty good, albeit half-baked, idea:
> What I'm getting at should be obvious by now. How does everyone feel
> about the idea of a BOATANCHORS network gathering? I for one would
> like to meet some of the folks on this echo, and I'm sure I'm not
> alone in that desire.
I think there are several who share that sentiment, and...

> I suppose the obvious choice of location would be the Superhamfest, Dayton.
Yep. We tried a meet last year. The AM forum was PACKED to the 
rafters, and the Friday Night FUNction was sparcely attended...

> Personally, I'd be opposed to that
How come? Dayton is a natural... the bone yard is supreme, things 
start happening Wednesday (for late arrivals  ;^) and everybody has 
heard of it... the draw is far larger than any place else...I think.

> but if this idea gets off the ground and
> the consensus is for Dayton, I'd go along.
That's the spirit!!! Larry will be making reservations for dinner 
Friday evening, and since it is only about 81 days or so... why not?
--
73
Jack, W4PPT/Mobile (75M SSB 2-letter WAS #1657/#1789 -- both all mobile! ;^)
            - - - BoatAnchor Mailing List Archiver/Owner - - -
firebotl@jackatak.theporch.com - "Plus ca change, plus c'est la meme chose"


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Feb  4 23:58:01 1995
Date: Sat, 4 Feb 1995 21:31:08 -0600
Message-Id: <199502050330.UAA03964@news.primenet.com>
From: markem@primenet.com (Mark Monninger)
Subject: Astatic 77A info?

Greetings all...

I recently acquired an Astatic 77A microphone. Does anyone know anything
about these? When were they made? Specs? I guess it would qualify as a
boatanchor when compared to some of the weenie little mics made today.

Tks & 73...    Mark   AA7TA


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Feb  4 16:13:05 1995
Date: Sat, 4 Feb 1995 13:33:58 -0600
Message-Id: <9502042235.22618.AA@smrouter.AAC.COM>
From: Johnson_Dan@aac.com
Subject: BA Quote of the Year (so far)

> There is a certain grace of imperfection permeating boatanchor operation.

Thank you, Kevin.

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Feb  4 17:06:32 1995
Date: Sat, 4 Feb 1995 14:26:42 -0600
Message-Id: <199502042027.PAA16328@cappuccino.eng.umd.edu>
From: Philip Gwyinne McCoy <dgnova@glue.umd.edu>
Subject: ballast tubes

Subject ballast tubes. 
This is an answer to Jack WB8BFS.
The ballast tube consists of an iron filament in an atmosphere of
hydrogen gas. Its resistance is a inverse function of current, therefore 
as you increase the voltage accross it, the current  decreases.
Eventually you reach a point where the current remains constant,
regardless of applied voltage. at which point it can be used as
a current regulator. The bad part of it is, as you
found out, is that when it's cold, it sends extra current through
the tubes, thus every time you turn your radio on the tube filaments
get an extra large jolt of current. For extra tube life, I recommend
you replace ballast tubes with resistors.  

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Feb  4 16:51:03 1995
Date: Sat, 4 Feb 1995 14:05:17 -0600
Message-Id: <9502042004.AA06603@red-eft.la.ca.us>
From: "Hugh D. Stegman" <driver8@red-eft.la.ca.us>
Subject: Re: Boatanchor QSL Card trade?



I still have a card with a cartoon drawing of an old RCA tube hurling
thunderbolts from a hill overlooking an R. Crumb style city.  Just a real
simple line drawing, but it worked.  It was a real nice card.

Amazing what you can do with a Sanford Sharpie (tm) and a co-operative
printer.

Hugh NV6h
N=H.  V=U.  6=G.  H=H.  I'll keep my call.


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Feb  4 17:11:48 1995
Date: Sat, 4 Feb 1995 14:33:59 -0600
Message-Id: <m0rapyh-0007PiC@beacons.cts.com>
From: Kevin Sanders <kevin@beacons.cts.com>
Subject: Re: Boatanchor QSL Card trade?

> 	I've got a BA qsl too. I'll have my friend scan it in , if
> this sounds like a Net Good Thing.

I was thinking more along the lines of snail-mailing to exchange
the real cards.  My card has a computer-printed picture of an SP-600
front panel on it.

73,
Kevin KN6FQ

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Feb  4 23:24:07 1995
Date: Sat, 4 Feb 1995 20:55:35 -0600
Message-Id: <950204215713.20406231@LUNDY.NIAGARAC.ON.CA>
From: JR6205@lundy.niagarac.on.ca
Subject: cq -- drake 2b lovers

just picked up a 2b in ruff shape at a flea market
its missing a few xtals -- does anyone know their frequencies
also got it working ok on 80 mtr but not on any other band so far
any suggestions --- need a source for schematic and service manual
but the price $20 cdn  ( abt $2.98 us) was fair and my techie pal
lives to restore collins / drake stuff --- he is one of the AM crowd
heard all over lake erie area ( ve3ncc)   --- thanks for any
pointers and leads to documents that you may give     de ve3ll, john
JRUSSELL@lundy.niagarac.on.ca

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Feb  4 14:41:03 1995
Date: Sat, 4 Feb 1995 12:06:14 -0600
Message-Id:  <9502041201.aa14057@jackatak.theporch.com>
From: Fire Bottle archive handler <firebotl@jackatak.theporch.com>
Subject: Dayton

> I have to ask:  When is Dayton this year?  Time is at hand to plan!
Dayton is April 28, 29, 30 for the masses, but those in the know get 
there Wedneday for the "real" deals! ;^)
--
73
Jack, W4PPT/Mobile (75M SSB 2-letter WAS #1657/#1789 -- both all mobile! ;^)
            - - - BoatAnchor Mailing List Archiver/Owner - - -
firebotl@jackatak.theporch.com - "Plus ca change, plus c'est la meme chose"


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Feb  4 19:05:48 1995
Date: Sat, 4 Feb 1995 16:20:35 -0600
Message-Id: <950204221814_72227.1640_EHM184-2@CompuServe.COM>
From: "David L. Stinson AB5S/7" <72227.1640@compuserve.com>
Subject: Dead RF Ampmeters

On Dead Thermocouple RF Ampmeters:

I'm sure most of us Anchorites have  
scratched our heads over a burned-out RF ampmeter.

Most of the time, the thermocouple goes but 
the meter movement itself is intact.
There's usually little chance of finding 
a new meter or thermocouple.  Insteed,
there is a minimally invasive way to 
continue using the meter until a replacement
can be found.  
The ampmeter on my TCS-13 transmitter was fried.
It was either use the rig without the meter or 
find a way to fix it.

I opened the meter and 
carefully removed the thermocouple device.
The leads to the movement are very fragile.
I tossed the thermocouple and connected the movement
leads directly to the meter terminals, then 
reassembled the meter.  I mounted some perfboard
across the terminals in the back.
 
On the perfboard, you can mount a few components 
that will bring the meter to life.  Get a small
toroid core and wind about 10-12 turns on it.
Then pass a wire through the center of the core.
This is your RF transformer, and the 10 turns
is the secondary.  Connect the old meter wires
to the wire passing through the center of the core.
Rectify the RF induced in the secondary with a 
1N34 or other Gen. Purp. diode.  Filter with
around 500 pf or so.  Connect the output to the
hot lead of a 20K-or-so pot, the other end to 
ground.  Connect the meter between the pot wiper
and ground.  Be sure to mount the diode in such a
way that you can reverse it, in case the meter
moves the wrong way!  Tune up the transmitter
and set the pot to make the meter read correctly.
I'd upload a GIF or BMP of the diagram for this
if someone tells me where.
My TCS xmiter has a nice, swinging RF ampmeter 
again until I can get a replacement and it 
don't even show its one solid-state doo-hicky.

     73 DE AB5S/7
     Dave Stinson 
     Lost Wages, Nevada


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Feb  4 17:04:33 1995
Date: Sat, 4 Feb 1995 14:22:55 -0600
Message-Id: <9502042023.AA05669@cen.com>
From: gc@fox.gsfc.nasa.gov (Gary Chatters)
Subject: Re: FPM-300 drive belts

Concerning an FPM-300 band change belt, Mark writes:

>
>Well, I've given up on locating an exact replacement belt.  This one was 
>truly shot, with what once might have been rubber teeth with a fabric 
>backing assuming the waxy-quality of those leaky paper caps we all know and 
>love.  The teeth in the belt just more or less rubbed off.
> 
[...]
> 
>For a long term solution, I'm going to dig through hardware or hobby stores 
>to locate a suitable pair of gears (if possible.. 1/2 to 3/4 inch outer 
>diameter max) and chain, or a ball-drive arrangement with detented pulleys.  
>This will be an inexpensive solution if I find the right sized parts, so 
>remind me in a week or two, as I'll pick up a second set for you if I find 
>something that will fit without too much metalwork..

I am not familiar with the FPM-300, but this band change belt sounds like
an item called a "timing belt" which are sold by Small Parts, Inc.  They
also sell sprockets and chains, as well as pulleys and belts if either
of those solutions might work.

It has been quite some time since I have bought anything from this
company.  Does anyone on the list have recent experience?

They sell quite an array of mechanical parts such as gears, couplings,
screws, metal stock, tools, etc.  None of it is electronics components,
but they have a lot of things that would be useful for someone working
with radios, either restoring old ones or building new ones.

Small Parts, Inc.
6891 N. E. Third Ave.
P.O. Box 381966
Miami, FL  33238-1966

305-751-0856


Hope this helps a little.
73,

Gary

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Feb  4 19:11:14 1995
Date: Sat, 4 Feb 1995 16:36:19 -0600
Message-Id: <Pine.3.07.9502041711.B2806-9100000@cap1.capaccess.org>
From: "Richard A. Stalls" <rstalls@capaccess.org>
Subject: Re: Free List

On Fri, 3 Feb 1995, Rick_Blank wrote:

> If the BA list goes to usenet, I won't be one of the users as our amateur
> connection does not support the newsgroups....I for one would vote not to
> do this.

Me too.

73,

Tony Stalls, K4KYO
rstalls@access.digex.net



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Feb  5 02:22:13 1995
Date: Sat, 4 Feb 1995 23:54:08 -0600
Message-Id: <020495212815Rnf0.79b6@ham.island.net>
From: emd@ham.island.net (Robert Smits)
Subject: Re: Free List

ki5sl@sat.n5lyt.ampr.org (Rick_Blank) writes:

>-- 
>If the BA list goes to usenet, I won't be one of the users as our amateur
>connection does not support the newsgroups....I for one would vote not to
>do this.
>
While I share some of the trepidation about a Usenet newsgroup (and I'd 
ONLY be willing if it was moderated) this isn't a good reason not to do 
it. It would be easy to set up a mailing list reflector so that those of 
you in that position could continue to get the postings, Rick.

-- 
Robert Smits                    There is *no* idiotproof filter.             
VE7EMD                          Idiots are proof against anything!   
Ladysmith B.C.                       - Richard Chycoski, VE7CVS      
e-mail: emd@ham.island.net     


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Feb  5 02:57:13 1995
Date: Sun, 5 Feb 1995 00:35:41 -0600
Message-Id: <Pine.SUN.3.91.950205013020.2098G-100000@access4.digex.net>
From: Tony Stalls <rstalls@access.digex.net>
Subject: Re: Free List



On Sat, 4 Feb 1995, Robert Smits wrote:

> While I share some of the trepidation about a Usenet newsgroup (and I'd 
> ONLY be willing if it was moderated) this isn't a good reason not to do 
> it.

My concern is that the flamers will jump in and start carrying on the way 
they do on the r.r.a.* now when they perceive somebody as being from the 
traditional amateur radio community.  If it goes over there, we need to 
have a "stealth" name like "rec.scraping.barnacle" or something.  ;-)

73,

Tony
K4KYO

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Feb  4 16:07:58 1995
Date: Sat, 4 Feb 1995 13:25:59 -0600
Message-Id: <950204192352_72227.1640_EHM96-2@CompuServe.COM>
From: David Stinson AB5S/7 <72227.1640@compuserve.com>
Subject: GOODIES FOR GRABS

GOODIES FOR GRABS

At Hamfests, I'm one of those guys you see
with his head under the table, rooting-around
in dusty old boxes.  I often buy the whole
box so I can look for more and do my "rooting"
at home.  I end-up with stuff I can't use,
but would be useful to some of you folks.
I can't seem to trade it for ARC-5 stuff,
and I can't stand the thought of it 
gathering dust when someone needs it.
MY BC-451 control box is sitting in someone's
garage right this minute.  He *swears* he's
going to "get to it", but it will end-up
in an estate sale in 1998, no doubt, right
next to my TU-5 tuning unit!

So, I'm going to try redistributing some of this.
I'll start out with a few tubes and
see how this goes.  I'll post them for a week, 
then my daughter will draw names if we have 
multiple requests.  I ask for the return of
shipping costs, which shouldn't be much.

I would also ask that requests be made only for
an ungoing project or as the only "spare".
It's senseless and selfish to put this stuff
in the garage "until I get to it" or as the 
7th spare of one type tube.  You'll never 
"get to it" and someone in need will have to 
do without.  Please note that I have no way
of checking tubes, but I have every reason
to believe these are good.

TUBES

"Magic Eye": 6E5, 6U5

815 dual plate cap power tube.

Hallicrafters-marked 6C5.

Two really strange tubes marked 2051.  Octal, look
like a VR tube with a heater built-in.

3BP1 CRT with socket, JAN issue with the US Navy
anchor inspection stamp, still in it's shipping
celophane.

 884 triode.

One mixed-lot of compactrons.  They look like pulls,
so if no one claims them, they become .22 targets.

  2X2 high-voltage recti-fryer.

One mixed-lot of 7-9 pin minis.  Some are NIB.
I don't use anything this "young" :->

Let's see how this works out.  If well, then I'll
clean-out some other interesting stuff.

     73 DE AB5S/7
     Dave Stinson 
     Lost Wages, Nevada


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Feb  5 00:15:59 1995
Date: Sat, 4 Feb 1995 21:43:49 -0600
Message-Id: <9502050258.AA27049@uvs1.orl.mmc.com>
From: padgett@tccslr.dnet.mmc.com (A. Padgett Peterson, P.E. Information Security)
Subject: Hello

Not exactly where I fit in here (though tend to talk too much) since I
must admit (shudder) that I do not hold an license (other than a CB license 
received before the FCC gave up on trying to police it).

Instead, this is something of a "returning to my youth" being barely
the low side of a half century. Thirty-five years ago I drooled over ads
of things like the Hallicrafters SX-99 and living on the South Florida
Cost back when hurricanes were expected annually, always had shortwaves
around (even when very young in Maryland there were always multi-band radios 
around). As a consequence, DXing was a natural part of life.

My grandparents always had Zenith TransOceanics around and until the start
of this year, there had been an unfilled longing that was previously
fulfilled by acquiring and restoring cars (now just keeping two and have
found new homes for the rest).

Meanwhile back at BAs: in 1966 I found myself a prime candidate for Uncle's
needs and found myself in the Air Force when I was apparently one of the last
group selected for training on "hollow state" devices but in the digital 
telecommunications devices. As a result I will pass my 30th year of sending/
receiving E-mail next year predating the Internet by three years. Just then
you used an ASR sending five-bit Baudot code at 66 wpm through a KY-26 with
lots of little firebottles.

After four years and collecting a pair of hearing aids, I returned to school
graduating as an ME/EE from the General Motors Institute in Flint Michigan,
finishing classwork and getting married to my first and only wife in 1973.

Left GM in 1975 and moved south to the world of Defense contractors, working
for Tracor, Pratt & Whitney, General Dynamics, and now Martin-GE-Lockheed,
all in the field of digital design. In 1988, I became interested in viruses
which led to computer security and now Internet firewalls, encryption (full
circle), and comsec. 

Interesting fact is that most of the "breakthroughs" which have generated 
promotions, bonuses, and impressed my bosses have really been reuse of 
inventions that were thought up years ago but lost due to advances in 
technology which rendered then temporarily obsolete. One example is that
a number of years ago I became heavily involved with magnetic amplifiers,
technology that was lost in this country around 1957 but filled certain
needs much better than current technology.

With the new year, I came to the decision that the time was right to get
back to the Zenith TransOceanics of my yout and discovered that:
1) They are now antiques
2) The prices are relatively low (were much higher a couple of years ago -
   even so from the reactions I get from sellers, I must be paying too much
   8*/ paid $75 for a '67 Grand Prix headlamp *switch* a few years ago -
   the first H-500 I bought looked good, worked good (listening to it
   right now) and cost less. Considering that it cost $129.95 in 1953
   this seems cheap).

Poking around, I found all of my old test gear which had just had the
occasional outing mostly on automotive electronics and personal computers
(have three Zeniths - 248 and kit 5s - now). A chance discovery of the FAWG
(Florida Antique Wireless Group) got all of this started which led to
my first H-500 (am up to 6 v&s so far and climbing fast - set out to find 
the A or B-600 of 1958 I remembered so naturally started out with a 1954
model & went backwards though I expect a T-600 to arrive any day now).

This is kind of how I got started with Pontiacs, years ago - not really a 
deliberate choice like the Zeniths but easier to just confine
myself to one manufacturer/parts - appreciate others but have not run out
of T/Os I would like to have yet.

Meanwhile concerning military BAs, might I point out the R-520/URR (1952) & 
R-520A/URR (1956) communications receivers made by Zenith using the Trans-
Oceanic design and covering BC, 2-8 Mc, 16m, 19m, 25m, & 31m in seven bands,
battery, 105, 117, or 220v ac & dc. Would very much like to have one of each
if any need a new home (hint).

So sad to say am not a ham but am interested, outspoken, and sometimes
even lucid.
					Warmly,
						Padgett


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Feb  4 14:28:13 1995
Date: Sat, 4 Feb 1995 11:39:37 -0600
Message-Id: <9501047919.AA791926631@rdcclink.rd.qms.com>
From: fmitchell@rdcclink.rd.qms.com
Subject: intro...


     
     mitch wa4osr here at vibroplex in mobile...
     
     since i didn't submit an intro when i joined the ba list...
     here goes...
     
     i just turned the big *50* and as i do at least *EVERY*
     10 years, i make a significant career change... (actually,
     every 5 years is much better and i was able to maintain
     that pace for 20 years but i guess i am slowing down)...
     
     as the list knows, i acquired the vibroplex company late
     last fall... and, i believe this new job is going to be
     the best one i have ever had!!!
     
     i have been interested in electronics and radios as long
     as i can remember... i have my dad's old philco which had
     a "shortwave" band and which he bought in 1931... it has
     a prominent place in my shack...
     
     i was first licensed in 1963 as a novice, and went to
     atlanta and passed my general 6 weeks later... my first
     station was a hallicrafters sx-71 and a ht-40... each
     required riding the bus to atlanta (from la grange, ga)
     and walking about 3 miles down peachtree street to the
     olson radio store at buckhead... and let me tell you,
     3 miles is a long way to tote a sx-71 in the middle of
     a georgia summer august day... the ht-40 wasn't so bad...
     
     i immediately joined army mars and shortly was a ncs
     for the mars cw net... and that is where i really learned
     cw... and the good boat anchors that were available from
     the mars organization at that time!!!... i still remember
     my dad's face when the tractor trailer truck pulled up to
     our house with the model 19 teleprinter in the wooden
     crate... he only let me "store" it on our back porch... hi
     
     my first homebrew project was immediately after i got my
     general and became a ncs... army mars circulated a schematic
     of the famous "to" keyer of w9to fame... i immediately 
     started building one in my idle time as general flunky
     for a local tv repair shop... it took me about a month but
     i got it going and used it for years... my first vibroplex
     was a vibrokeyer purchased to use with the "to" keyer so
     i could keep up with the other ops on the mars cw net...
     
     then came college (la grange college & auburn), then work,
     eventually as a partner in a national accounting
     firm, then graduate school (law school at emory in atlanta)...
     all the while building stuff... primarily keyers and rtty
     terminal units, some sstv... i built an accukeyer before
     it appeared in qst, i built paul horowitz's cw keyboard,
     plus i think i have build every keyer that has been
     featured in qst... plus lots more... cw has
     always been my first love, and i don't think i have had
     over 25 ssb qso's on hf in my whole ham career... i do
     like ssb, but only on bands above hf, and i have operated
     a lot of ssb on 6 meters (my all time favorite band) and
     ao-13... 
     
     and that brings up the best day that i have ever had as a
     ham... it was about 4 years ago, i had *just* put up my
     satellite antennas and was trying to see if i could hear
     myself through ao-13... while i could barely hear myself
     on cw through the bird, i heard some noise on 6 meters,
     which i also was monitoring... i tuned in the station on 6 
     meters, and it was an opening to vk land... i ran a string
     of about 20 vk stations on ssb then as the band faded
     switched to cw and worked another 10 or so... all on 10
     watts to a 5 el beam up about 20 feet!!! vk on 6 meters
     and getting on the satellite all within 30 minutes of each
     other... what a thrill!!!
     
     after being jerked around with threats of being transferred,
     i bid the national accounting firm fare-thee-well in 1985
     and went into business for myself... i have been having
     lots of fun and even managed to get on the board of directors
     of two public companies here in mobile... mobile gas service
     corp. (otc) and qms, inc. (nyse), the laser printer company...
     the qms job in particular has been lots of fun... there are
     many hams working at qms, headed by dr. don parker,
     exec. vp of research and development, whose call is w0rhd...
     
     well, this is already too long... to sum up... i am having
     a ball with vibroplex!... i have the manufacturing about
     straightened out with significant improvements in product
     quality... i am busy figuring out what new products to
     pursue, and i am looking forward to having each and every
     ba fan come by to see me at the vibroplex booth at dayton
     (yes! vibroplex has been promised a booth at dayton...)
     
     mitch
     wa4osr
     
 
     * The *FIRST HAM OWNER* owner of The Vibroplex Co., Inc.!*
    -----------------------------------------------------------
     Felton "Mitch" Mitchell, WA4OSR
     E-mail: fmitch@ns1.maf.mobile.al.us first choice
             or fmitch@netcom.com second choice
     Smail:  11 Midtown Park, E., Mobile, AL 36606-4141
     334-478-8873 work, 334-342-7259 home 334-476-0465 FAX
     Packet:  WA4OSR@W4IAX.#MOBAL.AL.USA.NA
     -----------------------------------------------------------

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Feb  4 11:45:54 1995
Date: Sat, 4 Feb 1995 09:22:11 -0600
Message-Id: <199502041521.AA15646@mailstorm.dot.gov>
From: Thomas Bryan <tbryan@mailstorm.dot.gov>
Subject: Japanese WWII BA

Hello All,

Since several people brought up the topic of Japanese WWII aircraft I do have a
question that is actually on topic.

At the Richmond Frostfest in January, I acquired a Japanese WWII receiver.  I
have idetified it as a Model 96 Type 3 from a Type 1 medium bomber ("Betty").
The information I have is from the TM-E 30-480 Handbook on Japanese Military
Forces.  It has a photograph of the receiver and a short description.  It
says the set has 6 tubes, mine has 7 plus a coule of extra switches that are
not in the picture. (the set has not been modified)

I am looking for more information.  I could really use a translation of the
front panel markings and a schematic.  Is there anyone else out there that has
Japanese WWII (or later) BAs?

Thanks,

Tom Bryan
tbryan@mailstorm.dot.gov

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Feb  4 15:23:27 1995
Date: Sat, 4 Feb 1995 12:33:58 -0600
Message-Id: <m0raoLc-0007PiC@beacons.cts.com>
From: Kevin Sanders <kevin@beacons.cts.com>
Subject: My BA Autobiography

Greetings fellow anchor-lovers!

In light of all the new subscribers of this group and the recent request
for our stories, I will repost an edited version of my BA autobiography
which I originally posted to the list on May 20, 1993.

I'm probably one of the younger readers of this mailing list.  At 35,
I really am not old enough to have grown up without transistors.  My first
radio (not ham, *any* radio) was a GE solid-state portable AM receiver,
from about 1967 I think.  My fascination with older gear did not occur
until later, in 1973 when I acquired a Hallicrafters S-40.  That was my
first exposure to the world of SWL, which I enjoyed with that radio for
several years.  I could listen to hams on it, but for some reason I never
even thought about becoming one.  I really don't know why.

Even before that, however, in the late 60's, I got into scouring the back
alleyways of my neighborhood and surrounding neighborhoods for interesting
electronic gadgets of all kinds.  To my parent's dismay I would bring home
various hulks and plug 'em in and try to make them do something.  Blew
the house fuses too many times to remember, but had a lot of fun and
acquired a good seat-of-the-pants know-how about electronics that way.

So, now cut to 1991.  I had been programming computers for a living for
10 years and played with computers as a hobby.  The personal computer
revolution had completely distracted me from radio.  Working for some
cutting-edge small companies created lots of stress and I no longer felt
like looking at a computer after coming home from work.  A good friend of
mine was given two Hammarlund shortwave receivers (a HQ-140 and HQ-145) for
free, and he let me have one of them, the 140 (he thought the 145 looked
more modern, that's why he picked that one for himself.  I thought I got
the better deal ;-)  The HQ-140 got me back into SWL again, and this time
when I heard the hams on the air I decided to become one.

Of course I bought the obligatory HT to go with my no-code-tech license,
but when it came down to HF my first transmitter was a Johnson Ranger I
which I had picked up at a local swap.  The Ranger I and the HQ-140 was my
first HF station, even in the year 1991!  I still remember the thrill of
the first contact, stuttering a bit with the straight key and blasting my
ears off with the leakage into the RX.  But the rough edges didn't matter.
There is a certain grace of imperfection permeating boatanchor operation,
the fact that you have to use 3 hands to make the thing fly.  It takes
practice, no question, but it *can* be done and it is rewarding to find
the TX/RX changeover becoming as smooth as any of the appliance rigs can
manage:  it's rewarding because it's an *operator* skill, not something
taken for granted.

I've collected quite a bit of gear since 1991, but one of my "prizes"
is a Hallicrafters S-40 which I found at a swap meet 6 months ago.
It works just like the one I had over 20 years ago, complete with
unstable VFO and "birdies".  I think I paid within a dollar of the same
price as I had in 1973!  Just turning it on and scanning across the bands
brought back memories of staying up late at night SWLing when my folks
thought I was asleep.  I love it!

73,
Kevin KN6FQ

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Feb  4 16:20:49 1995
Date: Sat, 4 Feb 1995 13:28:24 -0600
Message-Id: <9502042230.22618.AA@smrouter.AAC.COM>
From: Johnson_Dan@aac.com
Subject: Navy said R-390A is "an accurate frequency meter"

Here's a tidbit for R-390A fans.  (I'm not one - yet?)

      "R-390A/URR. -- Radio receiver R-390/URR (fig. 5-35) is a
   modern, high-performance, exceptionally stable receiver for both
   shipboard and shore station use.  It will receive CW, MCW, AM
   radiotelephone, frequency-shift RATT and FAX, and SSB signals
   within the frequency range from 500 KC to 32 MC.

      "The receiver is a superheterodyne type, with multiple frequency
   conversion.  In the frequency range from 500 KC to 8 MC it uses
   triple conversion; double conversion is used in the range from 8 to
   32 MC.

      "The tuning knob turns a complex arrangement of gears and shafts
   to indicate the frequency to which the receiver is tuned on a very
   accurate counter-type indicator which resembles the mileage counter
   on an automobile dashboard.  The dial is calibrated in kilocycles,
   and the frequency-reading accuracy of this tuning dial permits use
   of the receiver as an accurate frequency meter."


>From "Radioman 3 & 2", Bureau of Navy Personnel, Navy Training Course,
NAVPERS 10228-C, 1962, p. 95.  That's apparently all it says about
this radio.

73 de KC4EWT
Johnson_Dan@aac.com


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Feb  4 17:49:01 1995
Date: Sat, 4 Feb 1995 15:18:13 -0600
Message-Id: <199502042118.AA08324@eceserv0.ece.wisc.edu>
From: beyer@eceserv0.ece.wisc.edu (James B. Beyer)
Subject: Re: Product and synchronous detectors

> Henry Vancleef writes:

>I keep hearing about product detectors and synchronous detectors, and
>none of my references say anything about these.
>
>I understand that a product detector mixes in a local oscillator with a
>single sideband signal in a mixer tube.  How is this different from
>introducing a BFO signal into the grid of the last IF and processing
>the result through a conventional diode detector?  

 Henry,
    
       The terms are certainly often used in a confusing way. Synchronous
detection refers to resupplying the carier in phase before detection. In
today's ICs the detector is typically a product device, e.g. four quadrant
multiplier, but any non-linearity will do. The advantage of using a product
device is that only the product of the two signals is present at the
output. For sinsusoidal signals this means only the sum and difference
frequencies. Now if the sum is filtered out only the modulation is left.
Other non-linear detectors all produce other unwanted terms which must be
filtered out and that's the rub. For example, a square law diode yields
(a+b)(a+b)=aa+2ab+bb. The ab product term is there but so are other things.
There is always some third order hanging around in a so called "square law"
device, and that results in intermod which can't be filtered. The so called
"peak linear detector" is NOT linear. If it were it wouldn't detect.  
And the list goes on. That's why a true product device is so desirable.
There was a good article in QST on page 28, July 93 on the subject. It
explains the difference between synchronous and quasi-synchronous and
points out the advantage of supplying a locally generated carrier to reduce
the effects of AM fading. Hope this helps,  73,
                              Jim Beyer W9ADJ


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Feb  4 12:52:55 1995
Date: Sat, 4 Feb 1995 10:22:52 -0600
Message-Id: <Pine.3.07.9502041101.A25407-a100000@cap1.capaccess.org>
From: "Richard A. Stalls" <rstalls@capaccess.org>
Subject: RE: Purism vs.....

On Fri, 3 Feb 1995, Richard Loken wrote:

> I have a HUGE RCAF AM transmitter running a pair of 4CX250's in the
> final and I find myself in this quandry.  My first inclination is to tear
> it apart and build an HF AM transmitter or maybe a linear out of it but it
> is becoming rare since all the rest have been torn apart.  But what am I
> going to do with a high power VHF AM transmitter in Northern Canada??????? 

I have a similar dilemma.  I have this Hammarlund HXL-1 prototype that
isn't much good for anything as it is, but has a gold mine of high power
linear parts that could be turned into something useful.  I'm sorry I ever
bought the thing!

73,

Tony




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Feb  4 14:00:03 1995
Date: Sat, 4 Feb 1995 11:15:05 -0600
Message-Id: <F24A5011.F24A5026@mail.admin.wisc.edu>
From: TOM.A.ADAMS@mail.admin.wisc.edu
Subject: Re. HRO coil mods

to: boatanchors@theporch.com

I'm a new HRO owner (HRO-50T), and found it necessary to do a coil set mod
(mea culpa, mea culpa, mea maxima culpa).

When I got the radio, there was no "A" coil set (14 - 30 MHz). In it's place
was a 10/11 metre bandspread coil set, which wasn't terribly useful.

For years, I've been hanging onto some stray HROish coil sets that I never
had the radio for (U.S. Navy type RDG). These wouldn't fit the -50T mechanic-
ly (different coil retainer latch arrangement), but I discovered that the ind-
ividual coil boxes in the rack of the RDG set and the 50T set were interchang-
able by merely loosening (not removing) the four screws that hold the coil
boxes on the front panel assembly, and sliding them off. Said boxes can then
be transferred to the appropriate panel.

Fifteen minutes work gave me a 14 - 30 MHz coil set that works beautifully.
The best part of the mod is that it's completely reversable any time it's
necessary.

A cautionary note; if you try this, don't get the individual mixed up, or
installed on the new panel in the wrong order. They aren't THAT interchang-
able!

                                                     Tom, K9TA

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Feb  4 16:23:47 1995
Date: Sat, 4 Feb 1995 11:38:04 -0600
Message-Id: <9501047919.AA791926624@rdcclink.rd.qms.com>
From: fmitchell@rdcclink.rd.qms.com
Subject: Re[2]: ARLB011 Vanity call sign ...


     
     mitch wa4osr here in mobile...
     
     i didn't jump in and change my call last time... i am kind of
     fond of wa4osr ... the "old sorry rascal" or "old salty rebel"...
     after all, i have had it since... 1963...
     
     however, i have always wanted a w4 1x2 ... and, i would like
     to honor the elmer that helped get me into hamming and who
     gave me my novice test... and, who let me hear what a *REAL*
     banana boat swing sounded like on army mars cw nets (now
     that's the way to *have* to learn how to copy cw)...
     so, now that my elmer has been deceased for 15+ years, i
     am seriously considering trying to get his 1x2 - original
     issue - call (actually, he had a x2 call, back before there
     was a prefix...) ... and, his call was symmetrical in cw,
     which i also like (osr is semi-symmetrical)... 
     
     but, as we have to pay for the priviledge, i would also pay
     to keep my original call... but, i guess no one thought
     of allowing that...
     
     mitch
     wa4osr
     
     ps my definition of an "old-timer" is 25+ years + qcwa membership...
        an "old-old-timer" is 50+ years plus qcwa and arrl life
        memberships... so, i am an old timer working on being an
        old-old-timer...
 
     * The *FIRST HAM OWNER* owner of The Vibroplex Co., Inc.!*
    -----------------------------------------------------------
     Felton "Mitch" Mitchell, WA4OSR
     E-mail: fmitch@ns1.maf.mobile.al.us first choice
             or fmitch@netcom.com second choice
     Smail:  11 Midtown Park, E., Mobile, AL 36606-4141
     334-478-8873 work, 334-342-7259 home 334-476-0465 FAX
     Packet:  WA4OSR@W4IAX.#MOBAL.AL.USA.NA
     -----------------------------------------------------------

     

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Feb  5 01:30:50 1995
Date: Sat, 4 Feb 1995 23:04:56 -0600
Message-Id: <Pine.3.89.9502042302.B553-0100000@indy2>
From: "Roberta J. Barmore" <rbarmore@indynet.indy.net>
Subject: Small Parts, Inc, was Re: FPM-300 drive belts


Hi!

   In re Small Parts Inc., a source of diverse, strange and wondrous 
odds'n'ends of much boatanchor application--for instance, drive 
hardware--Gary Chatters has the right idea but the wrong address.  My SPI 
catalog arrived just last week and came from:
   Small Parts Inc. 
   13980 N.W. 58th Court, P.O. Box 4650
   Miami Lakes, FL 33014-0650
   tel: (305) 557-8222
   fax: (800) 423-9009

   (And I'll add they are the *only* source I have found for phenolic 
sheets, *small* quantities of sheet metal more than paper-thin, and 
square brass rod, all things for which I had been looking!)

   73,
   --Bobbi 

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Feb  4 16:09:23 1995
Date: Sat, 4 Feb 1995 13:32:00 -0600
Message-Id: <9502041931.AA06387@red-eft.la.ca.us>
From: "Hugh D. Stegman" <driver8@red-eft.la.ca.us>
Subject: Re: Surplus and TVI


	On Thu, 2 Feb 1995, paul Veltman wrote:


	And as I discovered, you can be half-way around the world, with the home
	station switched off, and still be accused of causing TVI...

Oh, this has a basis in ectoplasmic energy transfer as explained on Fox TV.
These large antennas trap lost souls, making it difficult for psychic forces
to flow through the typical consumer-grade TV receiver.

Ask any typical ham's neighbors.  While you're at it, try to convince them
that the Earth orbits the sun, and get some *real* funny looks.  If the
Copernican Heresy is revived, update your passport fast.

Hugh NV6H
N=H.  V=U.  6=G.  H=H.  I'm keeping my call.


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Feb  4 16:53:04 1995
Date: Sat, 4 Feb 1995 14:04:44 -0600
Message-Id:  <9502041357.aa15196@jackatak.theporch.com>
From: List Admin/Owner BoatAnchor Mail List <listown@jackatak.theporch.com>
Subject: The BoneYard Blue Book Version 5

Gang-

Larry, KQ4BY has worked his wonders yet again, and emailed me the 
latest revision of the "Bone Yard Blue Book", version 5

I have posted it to the list server so it may be retrieved by those 
interested... 

To get this list, or the militray list or the FAQ or other files 
stored at the list server, the procedure is simple:

Send your request to:

listproc@theporch.com

In the body of the message, simply type:

get boatanchors boneyard.bb5
--
or you may substitute "millist.txt" or "FAQ" ...

If I have a good night tonight with the system, I hope to have the 
latest sorted boatanchor index -- sorted by Subject -- ready to post
from March 1993 through January 1995... I will advise of the name to 
retrieve... BE AWARE: This index is *OVER* 300K through December 1994!
--
73 DE     Middle Tennessee -- 12 miles due South of Nashville!
Jack, W4PPT/Mobile (75M SSB 2-letter WAS #1657/#1789 -- both all mobile! ;^)
               - - - BoatAnchor Mailing List Owner - - -
 listown@jackatak.theporch.com-"Plus ca change, plus c'est la meme chose"


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Feb  4 23:52:05 1995
Date: Sat, 4 Feb 1995 21:25:51 -0600
Message-Id: <199502050323.AA00903@access4.digex.net>
From: rbenn@access.digex.net (Randall S. Benn)
Subject: TV-7 Tube Testers

I recently posted a message over on the rec.antique.radio+phono USENET group
about TV-7s and didn't get much of a response.  I just tuned in here today
and thought I'd try over here.  

Since I'm very new to radio collecting and restoration, I'm in learning mode
about all aspects of the hobby.  One of my primary intersts is learning
about TV-7s.  Since I hear many people rave about them, and also many people
advertise used tubes as "checked on my TV-7," it seems as though they are
the reference standard for tube testers.  Here is what I'd like to know:

1.  Were all TV-7s made by Hickock?
2.  Is there a non-military model similar to the TV-7?
3.  What is the difference between models? i.e.: TV-7/B, TV-7/D, TV-7/U, etc.
4.  Are they as reliable as I've heard them to be?
5.  What tubes will they ( or won't they) test?
6.  Are there better tube testers available than the TV-7?
7.  Anybody have a nice one for sale?

Thanx in advance,

Randy Benn
KD4ZUY
Alexandria, VA


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Feb  4 18:09:21 1995
Date: Sat, 4 Feb 1995 15:34:03 -0600
Message-Id: <F24F3318.F24F3328@mail.admin.wisc.edu>
From: TOM.A.ADAMS@mail.admin.wisc.edu
Subject: Two Vanity Calls?

to: boatanchors@theporch.com

Hello Mitch.

   I can understand what you're saying about keeping "Old Salty Rebel", and
still wanting a W 1X2.  I'm in a similar quandary here.

   I started out as WN9LGD and on upgrading got WA9QMB (both especially lousy
callsigns for contesting, especially so the year I took a shot at CW Sweeps
while operating from my college dorm room as WA9QMB/9!). When the first "any
call" grabbag opened in the '70s, I applied for and got K9TA. I'd kinda like
to keep it, but there's a second callsign that I'm REALLY tempted to take a
shot at.

   The radio club at my old high school, Chicago Vocational, went (SK) in the
'70s. I spent a lot of study hall hours there, zapping 20 and 10 metre DX on
CW with the old DX-100 and SX-100. That station holds a lot of fond memories
for me.

   The callsign is a real CW call; W9LBB (or, on phone, it became "Whiskey
Nine Little Bottle o' Beer"; hey, in high school, that's where our priorities
were!). W9LBB is a call that just kinda rolls off of a Vibroplex, smooth and
clean; for years it did just that on an old, beat up Champion that W9OIB the
faculty advisor donated.

   I'd LOVE to have it, but I'm not sure I wanna give up K9TA to get it;
after all, that's the call I've got engraved on my Presentation, and have on
the front and rear bumpers of my truck!

   There ARE folks who have held two calls tho. Barry Goldwater, K7UGA used to
simultaneously hold K3UIG when he was a Senator. I guess that's just another
one of those Congressional "perks" you hear so much about.

                                               73's,

                                                  Tom, K9TA (WI)

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Feb  4 18:29:36 1995
Date: Sat, 4 Feb 1995 15:56:51 -0600
Message-Id: <Pine.3.05.9502041600.B28853-9100000@booz.bah.com>
From: k1zat@bah.com
Subject: Re: Two Vanity Calls?


>    There ARE folks who have held two calls tho. Barry Goldwater, K7UGA used to

Yupe. Can you image the White House with a Tri-Bander on it if he had been
elected in 64?

> simultaneously hold K3UIG when he was a Senator. I guess that's just another
> one of those Congressional "perks" you hear so much about.

Nope.  that was back in the days when secondary station callsigns were
available.  I use to get secondaries when the AF sent me to places
that were one land, like Texas.

    jd



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Feb  4 20:59:50 1995
Date: Sat, 4 Feb 1995 18:30:00 -0600
Message-Id: <Pine.3.89.9502041655.A10392-0100000@atlas.ce.washington.edu>
From: "David W. Barts" <davidb@ce.washington.edu>
Subject: Unusual tube tester - value?

Well, it's unusual to me because I've never seen one like it.  But
then again, I haven't seen many tube testers so for all I know it
could be a very common model.

It's an RCA tube tester that looks like it was built in the late
'50s or early '60s.  What is unusual about it is that it has no
big rotary switches -- the only switch is a large lever that turns
it on and off.  The lever presumably also serves the function of
depressing and releasing a set of "feeler" wires across the
punched-card slot.

Yes, punched cards.  The thing is configured for testing a particular
tube by inserting the appropriate punch card (approx 5" x 7" and
made of plastic-coated cardboard) and pulling the lever.  Unless
the tester is a rare item, my guess is that this feature makes it
less valuable because the cards are no doubt impossible to get
these days, so if you don't have the card for the tube you want to
check, you're S.O.L.

The tester is built into a suitcase-like carrying case, and occupies
the left 60% or so of the case.  The right side is for storing the
punch cards.  There are 100 or so of them with room for lots more.

It was in the "make an offer" section of an electronic parts house.
Any idea as to its value?


David Barts  N5JRN                      UW Civil Engineering, FX-10
davidb@ce.washington.edu                Seattle, WA  98195


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Feb  5 06:44:46 1995
Date: Sun, 5 Feb 1995 02:54:55 -0600
Message-Id: <Pine.3.89.9502050218.A8193-0100000@ozarks>
From: "C. Frank Gilmore" <fgilmore@ozarks.sgcl.lib.mo.us>
Subject: Re: Unusual tube tester - value?




On Sat, 4 Feb 1995, David W. Barts wrote:

> Well, it's unusual to me because I've never seen one like it.  But
> then again, I haven't seen many tube testers so for all I know it
> could be a very common model.
> 
> It's an RCA tube tester that looks like it was built in the late
> '50s or early '60s.  What is unusual about it is that it has no
> big rotary switches -- the only switch is a large lever that turns
> it on and off.  The lever presumably also serves the function of
> depressing and releasing a set of "feeler" wires across the
> punched-card slot.
> 
> Yes, punched cards.  The thing is configured for testing a particular
> tube by inserting the appropriate punch card (approx 5" x 7" and
> made of plastic-coated cardboard) and pulling the lever.  Unless
> the tester is a rare item, my guess is that this feature makes it
> less valuable because the cards are no doubt impossible to get
> these days, so if you don't have the card for the tube you want to
> check, you're S.O.L.
> 
> The tester is built into a suitcase-like carrying case, and occupies
> the left 60% or so of the case.  The right side is for storing the
> punch cards.  There are 100 or so of them with room for lots more.
> 
> It was in the "make an offer" section of an electronic parts house.
> Any idea as to its value?
> 

David what you have is a rather unusual design that RCA dreamed up and 
sold in or about 1963 (that is when I bought mine for my amateur radio 
store's service bench.)  It was called the Card-O-Matic.  It came with a 
nice selection of punch cards which had a rod running through them and 
you swung them over in the proper slot and pulled the lever and prayed.

The thing had two faults...the contacts did not always make contact 
through the little holes because either they didnot line up properly or 
they were oxidized.  The other fault was a lack of support from RCA for 
new tubes that kept coming out.
..
Kept mine on the bench for about two years and then sold it.  Replaced it 
with a Hickock that took forever to set up but gave very accurate readings.
Wish I still had it....use a Sencore now.  

73, de Frank, K0JPJ ex-W5PVX ...-.-


